
He.dquaBrt®8
ÁAF  TTalnlng  ComzBanó
Fcmt  Wmrth  2,  Texa$
10  Decenber   1945

Dear  Xriegie8` of  Cènter  Codpound:

A3  CLu.1etna3  drav3  near  agaln  1  am  con.tralned  to reDember
those  of  19Ü3 .&nd  19«  &nd  to  be  So  thankful  tre  do  not  have  to  ccle-
brate  thls  one  under  81nllar  cúcunBtance8.    All  of  us  have  so  nuch
to  be  grateful  far  that  1  antlclp&te  each`of  you vlll  have  the  happlest
Chrlstna.  7ou evg h&a.    Hovever.  1f  pachance  .ozBethlng ha.  happened
to nar  the gay  tlne!' you eó vell  deaer+e,  then all  of ue  feel  that
through ou  p&8t expalences  togethü ve are  bettcr  &ble  to share
your  blefc"tune vlth you  end  to vleh. you happlne®e  fron nou  on.    In
mny  v&ys  ve  have  been  ble.3ed  and have  been  so  fartunate  ln preeervlng
oïzr  health  and  h&pplnese  -that ve  can shut  fúBly  the  doaBr  of  unplea&ant
benarl.es  and  see  sone  of  the  amelng  and  even  benefl¢1al  thlr€8  vhlch
h&ppened  to  ue.

So  bef"e  you  farget  &11  about  what  happened  d`mlng  yo`r  `
P.0.W.  11fe,  I vant  to  brlng  you  up  to  date  on  a  fev  thlng3.    In  the

ÍeïL::d;;ag3ápgeg:¥ara:e?aËrm;nnï:8i#Ï:::Í=g=:Ï:Ïe:fa#yh:á3#:n-
berg.    We  vere' rLeva  repatrlated  but vere  taken  to\ Luokemíalde  {not
Buckertwald)  near  Bfflln.  vhere  tíe  ±emlned  f"  81x  veek8.    Gener&l
Vammn and  1 vere  taken  to Berlín whlle  the  othcr  three  jolned you
at  Moosberg.    Vhlle  ve  veí.e  "guest8`  of  the  S.S.  1n-Berlln,   I  lmotr
that  much va&  done  to  nake  yo`m  last  days  eecïtre  and  to ti"ant  the
dellver&nce  suoh '&8  you  e±pez`1enoed.    GeneÉal  Vananan  vas  truly  an
aBba88&dor  for  yotzr  cauae;  and  tLrou8h hl81nterce881on vlth  the  S.S.
Oeneral  1n  oharge  of  all  P.O.W.18  and vlth  a  couple  of  hlgh-ranklng
nenbers  of  Hlmlerle  staff,  pronlees  vere  obtalned whlch  ]nade  lt
po881ble  fQr  you  to  get  sotbe Red  Crose  food  and  nedloal  ald  dtBrlng
the  last  day.  and  fag'  you  to  be  dellvered  sefely.

&ndexperï:n:eäo:om:nf„:rLT±o:Äe:eí¥e::m:]::e:gmgïï::d::ïyË:tda¥hed
nadly  by  auto  rron Berlln  to  Constanoe  just  as  the BUB81azú  vere  knock-
ïng  at  the  gates  of Berlln.    The  trlp  surp_a8_3ed  anythlz€  that  even  a
Kr.leglef81flÈglmtlon  could-.c-onjue.    We  vere  wrecked;  vl81ted  by  P-51f8;
8tayed  ín  Gestapo  Headquartcr8  1n  Nuernberg,   Munlch  and  Eregenz;   and
flnally we  mnaged  to  escape  lnto  svltzerland  on Aprll  23.    Oeneral
Vanaman  cane  to  the  Unlted  States  to report  about  you.  whlle  1  reBalned
on  duty  ln  Oeneral  EIBenhower'i  Headqusrters  fcr  81](  veeks  to  tell  Vhat
1  knew  of  yom  predlcaBent  &nd  to  help  vhere  1  could.    The  day  you  vei'e



11bemted  1  f leü  to  Nuernbffg  and  drove  do`m  to  yotnr  oamp.  tihere  1
fomd  all  of  you  Bafe  and rejolclng.    I tías  never  happler.

Oeneral  Vammn  came  back  to  France  and remlned  there
uorklng  for  you  untll  all  of  you  uere  sccounted  fcm.    All  of  yotïr
senlor  off lcers  dld  all  they  could  to  take  caore  of  you ïhlle  ln
Europe  and  al8o  after  they retuned  home.    Some  of  the  results  of
theír  endeavms  are  evldent  -pronotlon8.  qulcker  dl8chargc8,  tempo-
rsry  duty  for  alxty  day81nstead  of  leave.  etc.    We  are  sorry  "
couldnft  do  more.    The  Army  Aír  Fmces  tried  tó  take  CSDre  of  P.0.V.'B.

The  hlstory  tíhlch  uas  promlaed  you  my  come  on  the  market
after  all.    I was  unable  to get  the  6overrment  to  aponsar  the  "umn
lnterest  Stcmy" tïhicli  you t.anted.  but  1  have  proapects  of  gettlrg  the
same  team  tiho  flrús!`ed  the  off±clel  h±9tcnr¥  {550  paseo  öut  not  good
for  publlc  co"}unptlon)  to  put  out  one  far  the  publla  at  a  nomlrml
suni.     If  any  of  you  have  any  plcttnrea  cnr  sketchei.  please  let  ne  have
them  to  pags  on;  that  18.   1f  you  have  no  objectlon8.

I  have  seen  and  hegürd  from  mny  of  you  and tiould  be  pleaied
to hear  fron all.    Oenaal Vanmn li  Comndü-  General  at  the  mt>11e
Depot  ln  Alabam.    Colonel  A.  Y.  Snlth  ü  Comndlng  Offlcer  at  Dnvl.
Honthan  Fleld  at Ïuscon;  Wlllle  Hatcher  ls  hls  De`püty.    Colonel  Jenk"
18  at  ColuLmbla  Arny  Ah  Fleld.  South  Carollna.    mlllgan.  Bmbank.

E:,:thmes:.£=u=t:3osä3n;®M%Ï3=::ä:Ï:aá¥x:a£S=±ty2eäáïs¥==:t£g,.ds
Fulghun,  Xoe  Lee.  Chfflle  ar.oonn,  and  qulte  a  feu  others  are  stlll  1n.
Colonel  Kemedy  and  I  sre  hcre  at  the "alnlrg  Comnd  Headquarter8.

I  hope  all  of  you have  enjoïed  11vlng  a8  "ch  ss  1  have
81nce  ue  Tere  11berated.    Yet  1  pray  you  haven't  put  on  as  mpy
Pouliöa  in  t-rB  amg  pltiSe  as   l  iiave.     Süá  bless  eact-i  ofii€+ cf  ¥cü  ar.á
my  you  h&ve  the  Hcrrlest  Cïmíetms  and Happlest  New  Year  ever!

Slncerely,

/.`/"-+•ï41

T/Sgt.   01iver  Ë.  .r`.eed,   35355941
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